
 
 

About The Boathouse and Ottawa Rowing Club 
The Andy Binda Boathouse is one of Ottawa’s oldest and most historic monuments. 
Founded in 1867, the Ottawa Rowing Club quickly erected the Boathouse on the banks 
of the Ottawa River in 1893, where it still stands and functions today. This piece of 
history provides an ambiance that is unmatched in the heart of Downtown Ottawa. 
With a true cottage vibe, complete wooden construction, and artifacts over 150 years 
old, the Boathouse is a warm, elegant space for any guest’s most special events.  
 
The Ottawa Rowing Club is a non-profit organization run by a volunteer board of 
directors and a handful of full-time employees. We operate all-year round, and call 
the Boathouse home from early Spring to late Fall. All revenue earned, including 
Boathouse rental revenue, contributes to the growth and success of our 
community-based club. 

 

This document is intended to provide you with a straightforward 
outline of our venue’s standard inclusions and exclusions.
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Overview of the Space 
The space available to our guests at the Boathouse consists of indoor and outdoor 
areas. Please note that the Boathouse and the Bathrooms are not wheelchair 
accessible. 
 
Indoors 

Guests will have access to: 
●​ The Main Ballroom 
●​ Kitchenette, with fridges, 

freezer, sinks, and a microwave 
●​ 2 single bathrooms 
●​ Basic sound system with 

bluetooth capabilities. 
●​ Modest air conditioning  

 
The capacity of the ballroom is 125 
standing and 100 for seated events. 
 
Two large display cases are permanent 
in the room and should be 
incorporated into the desired layout. 
They are often used as a bar, cocktail 
tables, etc.  
 
We provide 12 round banquet tables, 5ft 
diameter, along with 2 large 
rectangular tables.  
 
We DO NOT provide any glassware, 
decor, linens, dining ware, or chairs. 
Nor do we provide any services incl. 
catering, bartending, decoration, etc. 
 
Guests may not remove any existing 
decorations, plaques, or awards 
mounted on the walls.  
 
We encourage guests to use the space 
as they see fit. There are plenty of 
electrical outlets, windows, etc.  
 

Outdoors 

Guests will have access to: 
●​ Driveway and Parking for 25 

vehicles 
●​ Front lawn 
●​ Small back patio and second 

Ballroom entrance 
●​ Wedding Platform along the 

river 
 
The lawn can accommodate a 20’ x  20’ 
wedding tent. 
 
The wedding platform can be 
decorated for a ceremony. Chairs to 
view the ceremony are typically placed 
on the asphalt driveway facing the 
platform.  
 
Smoking is only permitted in the 
parking lot. 
 
There are two exterior power outlets 
available for use. 
 
The second ORC Clubhouse building, 
rowing shells, docks and related 
rowing assets are not available to 
guests, nor is the space it lies on.  
 
The site is unsecured and open to 
public access. A Security Guard will be 
provided the night of the event to limit 
public traffic. 
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The Ballroom 
The Boathouse is a two story building. In this building, guests only have access to the 
ballroom located on the second floor, which includes the Bathrooms and Kitchenette 
within. 
 
The diagram below is the floor plan for an event with 100 patrons, including a bar, 
catering, etc. Guests are by no means required to follow the layout of this floorplan. 
We encourage guests to use the space as they please, depending on the services and 
components they plan on including in their event.  

Planning and Setting up for an Event 
The most effective way to plan the several moving parts of an event with catering, 
bar, audio/ visual, decorations, etc. is to visit the Boathouse and become familiar with 
the space. We encourage guests to view the Boathouse as many times as they need 
with any parties involved for measurements, plans, etc.  
 
Additional set up time can be purchased for the afternoon/ evening on the day prior 
to the event. This can be booked upon initial booking or confirmed at a later date. 
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Requirements from Guests 
●​ $500 Damage Deposit is collected prior to the event and refunded upon 

confirmation that the space is in working order. 
 

●​ Guests need to obtain a Special Occasion Permit (SOP) from the Alcohol and 
Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) for events serving alcohol, and must 
abide by all statutes in the permit including the employment of a Smart Serve 
bartender. This typically costs an additional $100. 

 
●​ Event Insurance must be obtained from the City of Ottawa’s Instant Risk 

Coverage Provider (IRC). Details to obtain insurance will be provided upon 
booking. This typically costs an additional $150. 

Booking Procedure 
1.​ Once a date is selected and the decision to book is confirmed, ORC 

Administration will issue a Rental Agreement. This rental agreement provides 
specific details about rental time periods, penalties, insurance requirements, 
cancellation terms, payment information, etc.  

 
2.​ Signing of this Rental Agreement is required by the Guest and ORC 

Administration to confirm the booking.  
 

3.​ Upon signing this rental agreement, an invoice will be issued from ORC 
Administration including the following fees: 

●​ Boathouse Room Rental + HST 
●​ Boathouse additional set-up time + HST (optional) 
●​ Refundable Damage deposit 

 
The balance due on this invoice will be split in half. The first half of the 
balance is due upon booking the Boathouse.  
 
NOTE: the selected date is not guaranteed until this initial payment is received.  
 
Any remaining balance is due 14 days prior to the event date. 
 

4.​ On the day leading up to the event, ORC Administration will provide access 
details to the Boathouse. Guests will be permitted to access the Boathouse via a 
key lockbox, and a passcode to disarm the security alarm. ​  
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Getting to the Ottawa Rowing Club 

Directions 

The Ottawa Rowing Club is located at: ​ 10 Lady Grey Dr. Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G8 
 

●​ Turn off Sussex Dr. onto Lady Grey Dr. towards the Ottawa River.   
●​ Proceed down Lady Grey Dr. towards the first intersection. 
●​ At this intersection, make a sharp 180 turn to the right, towards the river.  
●​ Now, facing down the Ottawa Rowing Club driveway, proceed towards the 

Boathouse and find parking anywhere along the riverside.  

Parking 

As mentioned prior, parking on site is limited to 25 vehicles. Additional paid and free 
parking options are available in Lowertown on Boteler St, Bolton St, Cathcart St, 
Bruyère St, Gilberte-Paquette Ave, and Dalhousie St.  
 
Guests who park in Lowertown can walk a couple hundred metres to the Club via the 
footpath on the West end of Bolton St. or down Lady Grey Dr.  

Map 
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Recent Impacts from Surrounding Construction 
Our site has experienced considerable impacts from ongoing infrastructure 
development between the City of Ottawa and the National Capital Commission with 
their current redevelopment of Lady Grey Dr and growth of the NCC riverside 
pathways. 
 

●​ Most noticeably, the entrance to our site where Sussex Dr. meets Lady Grey Dr. is a 
construction staging area. All guests must proceed through the construction area 
down Lady Grey Dr. to access the site.  

 
●​ As this project is a multi-year plan with many different components, the project’s 

impacts on our site are dynamic. There is a possibility that the Project’s future plans 
restrict parking or road access to areas of the Ottawa Rowing Club. As of now, there 
are no planned interruptions. We are managing this on a case-by-case basis with 
commitments to our guests as a top priority.  

 
●​ The installation from the City and the NCC is 

currently incomplete. The photos below show 
current conditions of the outdoor space. The 
large concrete wall running behind the 
boathouse and along the embankment is in 
place.  

 
●​ Landscaping between the concrete wall and 

the blue fence pictured is tentatively slated 
for Spring of 2026. We anticipate this 
landscaping phase to impede on-site parking 
and increase the presence of construction 
equipment along the wall. 

 
TOP: a view of the embankment wall behind 
the Boathouse, from the wedding platform 
along the river. 
 
BOTTOM:  a view of the grass area, facing up 
the driveway from the main stairs of the 
Boathouse. 
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